Industrial Archaeology in Shropshire

Yosio Oro

This paper examines the industrial characteristics of Shropshire from an industrial archaeological
viewpoint. A brief historical background of Shropshire is also included.

Shropshire is one of the nine counties which comprise the English Midlands. Despite being the setting
for A. E. Houseman’s well-known “Shropshire Lad,” it remains one of the least-known counties in
England. Overshadowed by Birmingham, Manchester, and Liverpool, the major nearby cities, it none the
less has played an equally important role in the development of modern England.

Due to its strategic location in the center of England, Shropshire had been the site of numerous
conflicts and battles over the centuries. After the Civil War in the middle of the seventeenth century,
Shropshire enjoyed a brief period of relative tranquility.

In the 18th and early 19th centuries Shropshire had an important part in development of the Industrial
Revolution. Two centuries ago remarkable discoveries and technological innovations occurred in and
around the Severn Gorge. Abraham Derby perfected smelting iron with coke. His grandson, also named
Abraham, constructed the world’s first iron bridge, and Thomas Telford the world’s first cast-iron
aqueduct.

The exhaustion of its coal resources and the economic depression of the 1830s precipitated a severe
economic decline in Shropshire. Its glorious economic past had become buried in oblivion.

In recent years, however, the efforts of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust and Telford Development
Corporation in 1970s, have resulted in a renaissance. It is now recognized as the birthplace of the Industrial

Revolution.
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DOKBBICIREENS B, 23y anZ Yy THOo 757 (Longden) FiZh D, &7 » D
KD — VI (the Tern) FIZBEMNB Y 2 )b— XN BRI OKEETH > e 2 LIITEETH B, =
USRI AL b Tk SR RRY QKR T, DHIZBENEDN > 72Dh, SHEHRDOIKEE
HAEAE D ORBBORICALIAA TS, EE EEITHER LS EEND, T REOKE
BELTHEEBRFEINTNS,

18014EM 5 18224FED 214ERiz, X T yw b5 Vv FTHNE TNV 7 4 — FEIE] SWVWbhBE[HD
BlceRAEY, 20 HI/NEOBAENTHED 5 HETE L OEBERICHD >/, F/2—HT
I3, 18084E & 1811FIZ R —F ighh, I— % B (Gotha Canal) OEERICHMER Lic, 2D
BROMNDE 5> —2DKEE, vy RSk YANy F (Holyhead= 7 T.— )L ZILFED Anglesey
Bich BN KB A EBOBBTH -7, COTHEO—BELTETONLE-X/ 2~}
(Betws-y-coed) D IAJl] (the Conway) IZZNE Y 4+ —FWV—HEL, TV IZABIEEET
HbHo BICHBEOBIBE I VY A EOTHIRF T, BARISAHIABH LML - TS, &
tz, A F A #EbE (the Menai Straits) 249 A4 U Ny FERBEET AT AL, 1826FICHAR
HOKBEE UTEHE L, ZOBDX/ 25807 4 — b (#177m) 0, &S ISREE DKL
M5 1007 4 — b (#930m) T, K&DOBKI 1839EDH THENI/, 183FITIIMOBREMLY, T
Nb 140FEITE DB Z ohic, BRIBELAEBRITIEREOLDERELAIDOFBEE->THRINS




WTHBEH, BBELTEEL, TATVTY vV EEBRHADEBE0ROIIZA - TNBD

PNOBRROEREEIIFAICH N— 3 VL VT 7 T VB DREESERTH -1, U ‘77 7
W= F 2 AY —ROHERIEIL 1830ED T & THENG, ERE LEEIHET S I &ITHE - 72,
Ldvd, DB OHERMICEEN Tl H 50, BEICHEb > T, 1BISEDF R LA k%
iR, R TOHFEIIESNRRL, TOMEBVEERIINE >, 2T EHHEE LTI
FHIEEMEHEZRY, §98 70V .y MIRBEAMET LI &I LD TH b, TNT 4 —
RRRIATHOBEEEIEGIN, HEOBBEICY >k, 20T OfEXHOHEIS TN
T o DNEBREMEIILEROAWER MR TR TH 500, ERMEROEELH T, #E
PRBFRLMBEEZCOIEIT, JOHEBEAHELILOTHS, 2OBBRTIATH
STDMRIRE N, PR TEHERROBIRAEMNZ 5 2 LITE -1,

BBURBRTONLY 20y 7V TRIOOBMICHST IR T O, Thic&iizid sz, £
 DEEEAFPHRPRNZ OHBICRIBIZSZ 12 bi 5, F7 4 — KWNEENK, 2hid
g—wy/Y, Ry bI VN, A0S0 FORDBFRIZONOERBNEE - TiT - 7212 b
57, DNDBFHTEE LT OB IOy any TV TIRME OB > D STH B, Thidhh
DAL T HERD, BRICECEMBINTHE I LOBHNTH A,

(7 2 : Buchanan, R. A. Industrial Archaeology in Britain, p.297.)
(E3: HIHER ROt RB 2, THILFOREERIT] p.60)
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TFERBTON I NT Ny I TF—=IUROTAT VT v VHBIREMINE VY any TV
T ORI, TEEEGOZ N VAYY D LEEDITNS, 7T 5NAF—E—Da—5 %M
A U8B IR SRS OBER T, 987V 7 +— FHIH CHE I W T AHgiciz 2 o8
TEREHOBBNH L I BICHEL, 237 Y XY e VBAEYREIZAIEIN TS, F—F—
DOHFEFHE D PR T IO A DLROME L & BiT, FIMORE~NEBEL, Thic AOBE bk
W, WhWwA 7Sy 74 b (Black Country) 233 w K5 v XICElEh, REOEEEGO
TEHTORRERENL A /2o TD/N— 3 VA LKETHEIS R EIERE & 868 &1 & - TREON
Ioh, SIAPARTEFRHOBEXE, AFULEILIZL-THOWABIHORIEEARES
Wio bEAATNT 4 — FIIREZINBZKREM, FEROTARFEEOR LB ER
TEUEV, TIVT 4 — FOEE « BEHC X » TRBHSIN/ETPEB IR, MWRomzicksl
HL, REOEEEGLFIBOLE, IHOIIITXAOTH S, BER, THEEE b
BN BEELTTNT = KRy 2 w7 THOIER « B - BOBHYEE, 7
E—DX ) IBEDLLIELON, IO Iy RN TEERPI — 0 v/ STRELTUT - 12
HEAEMBE, ~OADAYOREELAH Uiy 20y T T, 317 (RS RE ot P
EFENBICSASDOLONTH D, EEEHE EHBO CEELSHIBTSH 5,

(# 4 : Buchanan, op. cit., p.417.)
(F 5 & Garner, op. cit., p.5.)
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