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Abstract

In the process of modernization, the Japanese perspective on ghosts is said to have
been affected by the enlightened discourse that accompanied the spread of “scientific”
knowledge. People were told that there is no reason to fear ghosts because they do
not really exist but are simply the symptoms of mental illness or nervous disorders.
This led some rakugo performers to invent a new style of comedy performance to deal
with ghost stories, even though comical stories were regarded as a lesser genre in
comparison with traditional ghost stories. The increasing number of people moving
from the countryside to the capital city of Tokyo created a wider theater-going public
for comic tales. Not only did they dislike ghastly tales, they had difficulty
understanding the sophisticated allusions that were part of Edo culture. Humor
proved to be more universal in appeal. This essay centers on one story from the
rakugo repertoire to analyze the epistemological transition in ghost tales from the
horrific to the comical.
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