A Survey of Cornwall:

From the Viewpbint of British Industrial Archaeology

Yoshio Oro

Cornwall is a peninsula in southwest England surrounded with a rugged and deeply indented coast.
The sea is what makes Cornwall what it is. Dramatic cliffs, picturesque fishing villages, beautiful white
sand beaches, and surfing are what attract tourists to this district.

However, there is far more to Cornwall than scenery. Even in prehistoric days the tin and copper
mines of Cornwall were already well-known. The mining industry has collapsed now, but it was an
important industry in the late eighteenth century and had reached its peak by the end of the nineteenth
century. And since the second half of the eighteenth century, clay used in the manufacture of porcelain has
been excavated. But the range of its use is now limited only to the paper industry.

Approximately seven hundred beam engines were in use during the ten years between 1850 to 1860 in
Cornwall and west Devon. Around Camborne and Land’s End about two hundred engine houses are
derelict and in ruins now. Those abandoned and ruined buildings constitute a characteristic feature of the
Cornish landscape, together with rusty and broken machinery.

Cornwall was a center of innovation in the Industrial Revolution. Richard Trevithick was born in
Cornwall. His high pressure steam engine and locomotive contributed locally as well as nationally and
brought great advances to the mining and transportation industries. Other Cornish inventors such as Sir
Humphry Davy, Willim Bickford, Arthur Woolf and William Murdock cannot be disregarded. All of them
were associated with the mining industry. Cornwall is remote from metropolitan markets and the great
coal fields. Nevertheless, it thrived because of “the indomitable spirit of the Cornish miner.” Also, its
dynamic industrial activities could not have existed without those inventors’ innovations.

In that sense, Cornwall is a unique area for the study of British industrial archaeology.
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E'y 7 7 3 — F (William Bickford, ?-7), ZBRES ML FEIE LIz —t— b7 (Arthur
Woolf, 1776-1837) 78 &5, EHIT, Ady bS5V FEENTHBD, a— 07 54—V T, R—
NVbhy e Dy bEEOTDIBHNTOIERY A YT A< — Ky 7 (William Murdock) G54
AT MR L, 2N X > TRRV AT ORAZEEABINTOSE, Z0&Hca—ryx—Uig
BEEELZE EBBOICERT~EMATH B,

(# 3 : Naylor P. Discovering Lost Mines, p. 16.)
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HRORSEMNIADMESE R A B2 5 & &, HEEOPHNEOT IR X 5% 2700, 3
WONHD, 2L I0OT 4 —F AP NRy I v ARROKE, BL, < v XHORE, 7~
T VEBVI E SRR, PV vy 2 ORSEBIEO & 5 BEEREED, -V T Ny T -
VD & D ISEEENE, ANEOX#EES LT, EREE UTREL, RINERT I SRBMBET
H2, £ OFEMEOMANE, FRL, 35IEMLLOEREAEREEE - EE#RE LT B
ey EFAEYEES ETHTR, BOMNSE, ENHETERORZEEZRSDICE ST, bh
bNODTKETREDEL 5,

—7, 1970FERLIRO L a0 Y —EHOBEN S, RROAFEDOFHE UTELERDOAEH L
LT, IHSDEEHEEAMHEEOMDYOTTRET I ENVETHS, eZiE, SBHMEL
BEEOBDNINTVEEYE UT, Y b A=A FVHENS B ER LinD, &5 THA
DEHIE, WETHNT > TW5b, £/, kDL b« 7AW XE (Stlves Bay) OEMERICIL,
Lw R+ U »— (the Red River) OFONH H, ZOLWIcE, I— 7 5 —UEEOHOMF »
AE—=VYRH B, ZONDEFNE, LROF v AR— VHIKD O OEEBEEY T, HRINTH5S
ENSRTENIDTH B, BIBDOLIIZ, TOED LY Y ViEBH ORKER & LD
Qitid, bV g vy JOMBIL>TNB, —H, BV b TATXONE, £OBAIZALN
D, BLDEREEVE DI TNE, Mg vy 2R, JOEMRLLIZBERICENT, &
BNEHEICBWNT, ZONOEREEDXHICHkDIY, FRBODTHNEDOTHAS I, D&
57RO ERE, Hcx T AR, TOMEICOWT, SREIOERFEETE, R TELN
2726

X5, KGHoAY VEBARET AT n A AORDLYII, BET Y R MVKED T I—T N
TERABEICT ZRHEERE LD, JOERFEE, 19HERPICEE IS (18
R 0D 2 ETH DY COBROBIEE P2 OFEMICONT, HETILERHZN, .Zh
HESHBORSORAE LT, 3FIELH0NHEAINBEOEEL, £33 DTN
HIMEHRTE 5,

SHO XD, HMERIEOBRHENES, BERNOENSRRIINTIHEEEZEZ L L&, B
FEORMAEIIBIERT 2723 THE, bEIPTFHIRZXATHA ). ARDEAMICE SRS
A ENTELIK, BEOEBBELFIOCENTIRE URTAIER S, 20X AEEIS,
FEEEHENRITREZEETH S,

(7 4:19934 1L A 17 BN RFTHEE HERS A5 200
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