“~tekara” and “~maeni”

Implying a Temporal Sequence

Yukiko Muramatsu

The purpose of this paper is to make clear the different use of “S, tekara S,” and “S, maeni S,” in
Japanese. Although “S; tekara S,” is similar to “S; maeni S,” in that they imply a temporal sequence,
there are some cases where we can use only one expression in the actual situation. In this paper, I show
that “S, tekara S,” is different from “S, maeni S,” in the following points.

1) The expression “S, tekara S,” requires that S, should occur for a certainty, but the expression “S;

maeni S,” is used whether S; actually occurs or not if we can expect that S, will certainly occur.

2) When “ta”form is used at the end of the sentence, both S, and S; of “~tekara” have already

occured, but it is possible that S; of “~ maeni” has not occured yet.
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