Topic-Oriented Writing in the Mixed Class

Yumiko Yoshimura

This paper reports how I tackled to the class of writing in the academic year of
1994. The participants were from eleven countries, and spoke eleven native
languages. Some of them had just arrived, and some had already lived in Japan for
three and a half years. They also had various backgrounds of Japanese language
education.

Using the textbook Nihongo Sakubun I, we did oral practice of words and
phrases, expressions and sentence patterns, questions and answers, and finally read a
sample essay on the topic of each lesson. Each participant was to write his or her
own essay after the class and to submit it within five days.

On the fourth lesson the topic of which is “My Country” I corrected all essays
and selected four works as the teaching materials for the next class. In the next class
each participant received the photocopies of these four works to discuss how different
they were. We came to know that there were lots of approaches to one single topic,

which widened our intellectual horizon toward writing.
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