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Abstract

The utilization of three-dimensional digital space services constructed within
computers, commonly known as the metaverse, is rapidly expanding worldwide. In
conjunction with this growth, there is a significant surge in interest regarding the
legal protection of works, such as intellectual property, traversing both digital and
physical spaces. This includes transactions involving NFT digital artworks, which are
outcomes of creative activities in the digital realm. Consequently, there is a notable
focus on the establishment of legal frameworks and rules governing these
transactions. This has sparked considerable attention, with academic discourse on the
topic becoming increasingly lively. Legal challenges related to the digital space have
expanded beyond traditional concerns such as issues with personality rights, including
portrait rights, privacy rights, and publicity rights. Particularly in recent years, with
the increased commercial utilization of the metaverse, a wide range of intellectual
property law issues has emerged. This includes challenges related to trademark
rights, copyright, design rights, and acts of unfair competition. Furthermore, there is
a growing discourse on issues specific to the borderless digital space, such as
challenges in international private law, including the determination of governing law.

This paper aims to outline copyright law issues pertaining to the construction of
digital space based on Japanese law, with particular emphasis on examining legal
responses and approaches concerning transactions involving NFT digital artworks in
the digital space.
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