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Abstract
In this paper, I examine the difference between the “te-form” and the “renyo-form”
of Japanese verbs. The difference between the “te-form” and “renyo-form” is
traditionally treated as a difference between the written and the spoken language. On
the other hand, some previous studies argue that there is another difference between
these two forms, like “Tatte, gohan o taberu” and “*Tachi, gohan o taberu,” for
example. This paper focuses on the adverbial elements and shows that the “renyo-
form” can also be used if more than one adverbial element is added to the “renyo-
form” in an unnatural sentence. For instance, “Tachi, nagameteita” is an unnatural
sentence. However, adding “Shonbori” creates the natural sentence “Shonbori tachi,
nagameteita.” The “renyo-form” parallels the following verb, and the adverbial
elements clarify this relation. This paper suggests that Japanese language educators
should explain that the “renyo-form” is hard to use without adding any adverbial

element in the case of attendant circumstances.
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