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Abstract

This paper discusses the possibility of language transfer to Japanese by native
Chinese speakers. It examines the “—nagara” sentence, based on the contrastive study
of the Japanese “—nagara” and the Chinese “-yi bian —yi bian.” To clarify whether the
learner’s errors occur due to language transfer, I followed these three procedures: (1)
making the different meanings of these two forms clear by contrastive study; (2)
observing the use of “—nagara” by the native Chinese speakers using the Japanese
learner’s corpus and seeing if the results of the contrastive study show the errors and
non-uses occurring; and (3) formulating two hypotheses on their errors and non—
uses of “—nagara” and verifying these hypotheses through a grammaticality judgment
test for Chinese learners of Japanese. The errors and non-uses that are possibly due
to language transfer were observed and the results of the test confirmed the
hypotheses that language transfer on “—nagara” can occur for native Chinese speakers.
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