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Abstract

In the Meiji era Japan shaped its form as a modern state, and in the aspect of a
language established standard Japanese and disseminated it through school education
and newspapers. In the Taisho Period broadcasting on radio began and after World
War II in the Showa period it progressed to TV broadcasting, which accelerated
standardization and seemed to extinguish dialects. However, Sato and Yoneda ed.
(1999) revealed that only 11% of people always use common Japanese, 15% dialects
only, and 74% dialects with family and local people while using standard language with
unknown people. In other words, Japanese people are living a bilingual life switching
between dialects and standard Japanese according to the situation. In fact, they use so-
called “unrecognizable dialects” even when they try to speak in lingua franca. This
study aims to examine how “unrecognizable dialects” cause misunderstanding when
they are used with people who do not commonly share them.

Analyzing the conversations reported by fifty-eight university students, we found
seven patterns in the listeners’ reactions to the unrecognizable dialects as follows.

1) They did not understand them, and could not react to them.

2) 'They did not understand them, but judging from the situation, happened to react

to them properly.

3) They did not understand them, and asked the third party about their meanings
later.

4) They did not understand them, and asked the speaker about their meanings
directly.

5) They heard a mistake.

6) They misunderstood, confirmed and requested an explanation of them.

7) They misunderstood them, reacted improperly, and were scolded.

This study should be the foundation of building better communication amongst
people living with different dialects.
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