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Abstract

While word skipping (the phenomenon that readers do not fixate on a word in the
text during reading) has been well investigated in the literature on eye movements
during first-language (L1) reading, little research has been conducted with respect to
second language readers. The present paper reported a preliminary investigation on
word skipping among Japanese university students who studied English as a foreign
language (EFL). The results showed that while Japanese EFL learners were capable
of skipping short function words, the average word skipping rates dropped drastically
for words longer than four letters. The paper discussed how the present findings on
EFL reading are different from those reported in previous studies on L1 readers.
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