Native Chinese Speakers’ Use of -Tamama Sentences
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Abstract

This paper examines the use of Japanese -tamama sentences by native Chinese
speakers based on four Japanese learners’ corpora. Examination of their correct and
incorrect usages of -famama found that not only were there few errors with -tamama
extracted, but also few instances of correct usages. This result shows that -famama
may be used rarely by Chinese speakers.

In addition, this paper discusses the meaning and usage of -tamama in order that
Japanese learners may use it appropriately. According to previous studies, -famama
has a pragmatic constraint based on the relationship between two actions in a
sentence; however, this study clarifies that it also has a contextual constraint.
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