Flesh-versus-Soul Discourse in Jane Eyre

Manami Tamura

Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre is considered to have a story framework
based on the pilgrimage of a heroine and, as a result, the dualistic discourse
on flesh/body versus soul/spirit can frequently be found. In a narrative of
pilgrimage, human life is illustrated as a battle of soul against flesh. Similarly
in Jane Eyre, ‘soul’/‘spirit’ is superior to ‘flesh’/‘body’ and the frailty of flesh
is represented mostly as something to be conquered. However, the heroine
seems to have a slightly different attitude towards this ‘orthodox’ notion,
which is hinted at in two different scenes where the heroine shocks
clergymen by her ‘unorthodox’ utterances. This paper examines both the
‘orthodox’ and ‘unorthodox’ discourses related to the flesh/body versus soul/
spirit dualism, and discusses what induces Jane to make her unorthodox
utterances.
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Charlotte Bronté @ Jane Eyre (1847) 121t "Bk (body) 4k (flesh); & T¥§ff (spirit), /38
(soul); 27 2 SFHLHEEKICH 503, FicBrocklehurst, Helen Burns, St. John Rivers
% CHESE, FRBBEBE TR LY A VICHOEDELERERZ A5 NYH, Ak L HEE
TOIHSERTHILDBEDED, Y2 A vPRochestericdb 2D LI RFEKENLIFLIERON
5o CONIRBKEARY 24V LTDHBEVIREICL>TED, BEHFEL A VIZAS
DEEZRYIEST, ZONEQEREREHICA L TWS, ZDBEIC The Pilgrim’s Progress
(1678, 84) O & 9 KA MEOHAAZFFAL T BY 22, ZOERICEBOTAKBLERED
CHERVEBEICRSNSZ LICEBLTVES, YA YONEDYFEX, VLDIXELBRE
JIVRAF 2 UNEBRRTEYETHY, FREBY, BT 282 IWELDOTH S, 1F
Tyt - ParvbEALALFNEED Y LIk 2BEEDSE, ‘Watch and pray, that
ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” [Matthew, 26:
412 IHRIC RN T VLB &) i, MA0BEEERT 3 DR 25, BRICHEIRT VL, B MA)
ZOPICHERT 50, L0 I EPKILOYEDEFTHD, WAy - 27y BRILOWER
i, ZIIKHKRERENBT2EHIECRAONIOBRBHETIEIRVES Y, KT,
CORBLEBZODCEEREPFLI P2V - 27y 2HAEL TOLY, =4 YO %
BNEEITHEMLT VBBV TV EFEICTLEIRKERLT, Z2hdfdz2ELRL
TWRBEDRREZTHI,

FTEIBFEAZBICBTZI0RDOPLS 2L 70y ZAN—ZA DR LD EZRTAL
J . {ARFDMrs. Reed DR T, LowoodKDOKETEBED 70y 7 ) —R b L¥HTHNE L
7Y =4 i, “Do you know where the wicked go after death?” t&# 5, “They go to
hell.” & ‘orthodox’ IZ&Z %5, &I 5733, HEV>T “What must you do to avoid it?” & i
5L, BREA—Y FI7ATRBEVEZZELTLEY), YA voOroHAZ&21: “1 must
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keep in good health, and not die.” (34)Y L35 bDHE -7, bEAAMFINTHAEEZIZTR
WFILEDEIRCLET) LI BRBRNLELDRESRBTROEY, x4 VOEZLRE
CEBEL T2 VDODES1DTHE, ZDEIKT VA -V FIARGEZ L TLE> Y x
AViE, Zokr—Ty FE~NEoN, JYRAFrVELTORBR2RIBILICR S,

Ty 77— MIESDOEEBEAHE%E “to mortify in these girls the lusts of the flesh” (74,
italics mine) & FHAL TV 228, ZNIREFDICHELEL Y 23¥, REHOSEICIIHIE
ROGVIZEDPBROBELIPEZA R, EIilnkdbDiEo7, X, $BL2EHOEHHED
RIZHDOEE (v EF—XRETFRDED) Z2iR#E-> 7 Miss Temple %, “you may indeed feed
their vile bodies, but you little think how you starve their immortal souls!” (72, italics mine)
LEELTHVS, Ll, HOEBOTENE ) Thh, KERIEL ST THIE, 22
KENTOERLVAKEESZRE WINEEL, FVRAMOERKICEVLWTIRA—-—Y FZ7RE
WX BEA9,

EZATU—DY FRTDIVAF 2 ELTOY A VORRIZE > TEEE DX, Z
D7AY I AN—A L DBEEHHEETIREL, BRANVY NV XOFEBU M-I L L,
BEJZYVRF v vDLBEELTOO—N - EFNVTHoIR - FYTLVDFER >, P xA
VIEINVVORHI LERI ZERHT S, R TOERREZ -4 (HOT, MoENHZIAN
SNBRELLTO Bl 2HLHEATVREDD LI RANLVYOHSE, YA v2ELVARD
IXE 3,

“We are and must be, one and all, burdened with faults in this world: but the time will
soon come when, I trust, we shall put them off in putting off our corruptible bodies;
when debasement and sin will fall from us with this cumbrous frame of flesh, and only
the spark of the spirit will remain, —the impalpable principle of life and thought, pure
as when it left the Creator to inspire the creature: whence it came it will return;
perhaps again to be communicated to some being higher than man—perhaps to pass
through gradations of glory, from the pale human soul to brighten to the seraph!” (66-7,

italics mine)

¥ & Z ATk “God waits only the separation of spirit from flesh to crown us with a
full reward” (81, italics mine) & b F > T35, L VICE > TAKIEZRAZHA TV BERT
HY, 30 ZZOERD S DHOBRLDTHS, ZO—EDHEELEALA -V FI7RALbDE
B, VA @AV VORSHOEDHFEENLE I BEL o, HOKICHEbE~NL YD
HEIHIDI YA viE, Z)F;ND, “Where is God? What is God?” “You are sure,
then, Helen, that there is such a place as heaven; and that our souls can get to it when we
die?” ~LVOBHEEZHCTOMBTELLY =4 VIdLBHMT 5,



Again I questioned; but this time only in thought. “Where is that region? Does it
exist?” And I clasped my arms closer round Helen: she seemed dearer to me than

ever; I felt as if I could not let her go; I lay with my face hidden on her neck.” (96-7)

A VBNV ERUXICEZBILIITET, HbbA L r2IoticonT o)
ETHEDDEICZDEEZ L >0 ) LREHDOTVE, ~LYDOEHEZ, BMlicowTd =4
YIRS EZIE DY, RV A v~V ryoRitEREZETE LI TE Do,

Lpl, ~LYORgbE—Y y FETEREE LT, %Icdsme LT sEmEo Ly
A, SR T TLolizife, BRlEBRZFICOTLEREIVAF Yy k3, ZL
THT Bt L U TiAd - 72 Thornfield Tld, 9 0F 2 R ¥ —DEIBOBAICEZAS
NZIICH DY, HRKFEZLEI, HodbtzEs, Pxf VYEIMELEUF LRy =%
DI TIIRD, HDbE%EEKES E EITE “Do as I do: trust in God and yourself. Believe
in heaven. Hope to meet again there.” (403)® : E-T\w3, »OTCHOEDEEBEL St
ol SR, ZORHRTIRMAICHOEDHFEEZFTL LICR>TVREIDTH B,

V=V 74—V FEROM LY x4 Vit %23 £ X ->7%Marshend izl Z Ao s,
IITY 2 AV, AV FNEHEOKICHE ) E LT KoY F - Yay - )y —Xig,
HEROEILSIOLWERRAZNS, LL, Vb Pavicirlonkt s, Y4
VRBUT YAV FIRALRESTHERELE» ST LEI 2 LIchB, £V - Pa v kit
BTERVES IV =AY, HICHAZMLNTIIBZ 3,

“Formerly I answered, because you did not love me; now I reply, because you almost

hate me. If I were to marry you, you would kill me. You are killing me now.” (526)

DBV - Y aviZEEERT B, “I should kill you—I am killing you? Your words
are such as ought not to be used: violent, unfeminine, and untrue.” 23> a v 7 %5132 ®
bEHII L, ‘hate’, Kl EWIHIDEROZIRAF YU LHoRILELEINTVRIDENS,
RELIITY 2 A VBE>TVR5DI, bLAAXNFEEBIRIND LI I L TiREL, KB
HHUZEHZE-7-(EbLNBZ L, BAMICIZEA AR LS RREBICEVWAENRBZ LT
H5, Vx4 i3V - PavoEENEHENONTIIZLAEHS I Z LB TET, KA
LARIET 272171 >TLE I DT, 2D k% ‘you are killing me’ £ BB L -biF 728,
Kl &) SEEBHENA XA - 2BIMBEETE2015, ¥V - Pavz2EreTLlEok
DTHB, COHAR IR, KL Tz VDI L2 BBV T2V TRBRLAEZ EBRER > L
WZE), TDEHIL, BHEMORILSIDLLWERAENBIIEIIRAEZ YV RF v ot
RTDS A4V, WREREZDCOTEA—Y FZATREVHSELTLEIDTH 3,
Fletr b - ¥avid, “Don’t cling so tenaciously to ties of the flesh” (499) & x4 v %
RLEDTUEY, HOZ) "HOO%HD (ties of the flesh’) | & (2o ARIIC 3 5 K
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Bk, DEDNMOAMICNTAREBEOZ L THD, ZRIEHEIHOE A TIE, “human
affections and sympathies have a most powerful hold on you” (454) £ E>TWA I L956H
HohThHb, 2L THIZ, THDODENY ) BFLEERDLILDT, YxfridboLtHwE
25, RERZINEZO W, EFHIDTH 5,

x4 VBAHDBBICROABZR > T RORTFEDDEIP o7, NV - X=X
I, “you think too much of the love of human beings” (81) ¢z Lo Tw3, UL,
CrAVOIDHEARREETEDLS I iz, F2EETET, V- FMARBOBERIILS
DIV =V 74—V FEEFIIL T Yo vk, —ASDIBRIZRED, BROALIC
BEhsds, ZDEEEYFIZIZIS->TC3B, “...there is no happiness like that of being
loved by your fellow-creatures, and feeling that your presence is an addition to their
comfort.” (308) HFDBEDYFERE > TV EENFOL 2 A VPBRAEFKTI )BTV ED
Eho, ZORICOVTOY 2 vOBEDREZGIR, #ictBdond) LERELL B
blIThs,

CrxA vy ParvofLILERD, BRERF 2RI —DbENREoRI LY, Zofh
DA T EBENDIEDLYIKEREHZ EEZ NS, DA Vet - YarvzHA
PLE, ZNREZEDEZDIA VYV FAfTLZEZBAE LV I LD D, FHOFEL LTI L
HARDYE o7, “I freely consent to go with you as your fellow-missionary; but not as your
wife: I cannot marry you and become a part of you.” (521) 2> F - ¥ a it >T¥ = A ¥
L OREBIIMADRLED L DOFRICT ER, BB KL, BICE->T THADORHDH
2% DDA T ZEEIL, BOELRDZLDITHERVDEDLS, HHEY =4 iZHfL
T2DEIREBER O LRIRV, —HDT 2 A VI AMOBZEBICBCHBEL TR, Boi
WHIBIZTELRVEEZI TS, YA ViE, Z25ZdbeVE - PavDsYARFrrELTD
TENCIZ T8 BRI TVZDTIEEVLDY, B> TWBEEH X, RIFLEZEALREBEREOH
ThH, BEEXDBELWALZRBADD L 2INZDERP LI 3R o120, EVFIRZOL
S Lot FE X D %, ‘his mission of love, or duty—I scarcely know in which light he
regarded it’ (448) L KAIDWIFTFTHIL T3,

A vBuF LAY —DOENRHLI LR, IV LEBLEETHE, LV Yay
Bz A4 vouF Ry —~oWibilhbEvn%E TR (temptation) ; EFFATED, 41 ¥ FA
HROKICHZ22bhicnF 25 —DBEEZFRRIITL LI DIE, THHDOH (lusts of the
flesh) ; it ERondRiawY, 2IRshBwEIE, TPy 275 DF 7 AN
BV OPDLTRBZREINT VRS, £F, DA PR F 2RI —ORFELZEGE & EDOEHE
%, FINBRBOMETEICETS, SR 7 ARMLoNTOEROEZ R 7 KHEIZ
PIZTw5, 5 THOBRZRITZ, LTHUEILIK, BRRBIOFEZECETERF 2 X
Y —DHEBEBREFREMELHLLLZ TR 2D EN, 2o TR, 2%iP5E, HoV—
YI74—=NVFEFHFNBILILTEDTHS, ISRELYTRUTF =AY —BREBEZERY, &



HBORAEBICZ > T, #LOBITZED RIFHIE, —ATIRES LT WIREEIZ L -
TWDTH3, BELuF s RAY—cd 24 VIEED,

“I will be your neighbour, your nurse, your housekeeper. I find you lonely: I will be
your companion—to read to you, to walk with you, to sit with you, to wait on you, to
be eyes and hands to you. Cease to look so melancholy, my dear Master; you shall not

be left desolate, so long as I live.” (556)

BELDEMWEIZ, WAZED, ZOWMFEEZTEILVLIZVZRF Y6 LOWREZRHBLEZDTH 3,
ZDIZAOR[TORF 2 RAY—IE, x4V EDEBEZETHICHKD ) L L O>TOHkE
i, bRPRZ->TVIIEBEAINTV S, S TRBOED, M 2BF2X )ik
7oy, LOF 2RI —HEBS 24 VILED, P2 AV BV -V 74—V FTRF 2 R Y —DFER
ZRUIZLIETHLDIVRF » VL LTDETILVRF oKLY, 2REAKICI0F 22y —%2H
CEMCHEED IR Z I LIL2hdotk, VAl 2Ry, ISIBHOAEL VI BHICES
bh, QN ERBIZKR->TEIRL, BF 2R —BHONEBOABZ I LIck-272DTH 3,
ZLTHBORD DD LI 24 VHBR->TELEE, i “my heart swells with gratitude
to the beneficent God of this earth just now” (571) £ 9, THLTHABE, P V37V
AFx LT F 2R —ICNLTRWEER2EZ LIt d, T4 7 MY 7HOERETIE,
ZHEREINDORTHEELI T NTOT, BHRIRVEEZRIFT I ENERROBHTH 3
& LT, ‘women’s moral power’, ‘female influence’ &9 Z EBBAICEREEIN TV, &
& 2%, Sarah Lewis ® Woman’s Mission (1839) %> Mrs. Ellis ® The Woman of England (1839)
¥, 18304 5 A0FERITH T TR Tk i K@ o F51F (conduct books) &, &
DETRIHRETH Y, MrsE52 5 ZEOMEA (mission) 5V IIHE (duty) ZRPFE
HICHEHENICROWEEBL2EZ 2L, LFHVTWE, P VBERICEEED, BEOFREH
BORF AT —%XZ, HO, BENCRVWEELEZ 3, LuiRR, YBoEEIIZT
ANRTVBHDE ST THDE, YA viduFx 2¥—Iz “I love you better now, when I
can really be useful to you” (570) L b FE->TW3, ZDFESDLH1D ‘useful’ L) SEY
HROX—T—FT, IPx Ay 275 ICOBRDIBELHT 2%, REJVRF PV ELTOK
HiZuseful THE LI BDEIREE o7, Px A VORKIZ, FRICATTODDOTIERL, B
EPVAF YV ELTDLDESRBTRDTH 3,

EXAHW, BROPFROPIE TPy 27 27V ARAF v o LRSI EFEHL
&bz, 72 & 21X 184841 H D Christian Remembrancer DEZDYIFIL, TP x4 v - 27,
% ‘unfeminine’ & L, ‘All virtue is but well masked vice, all religious profession and conduct
is but the whitening of the sepulchre, all self-denial is but deeper selfishness.’” £5EL T2 3,
¥ 7z, 18484F12 A ® Quarterly Review \Z#- 7- Elizabeth Rigby® &z v - 73 FHiid -
LK, TP A - 27y % ‘anti-Christian composition’ & ¥ TEW, ZHFIT 3,
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‘It is true Jane does right, and exerts great moral strength, but it is the strength of a
mere heathen mind which is a law unto itself. No Christian grace is perceptible upon

her.’ ®

COXIHIICEDLN-Z L IEZBICES>TREIANESE-THASH, LL, ThofltFERIZ TP
AV X731 A=Y FIRATHEVLDEBER LB > TW2DTH B,

x4y 273 %, PxAVDBMIRBIVAF 2 ICHEBYEL L GRALZESICHEEL
50%, MOABDERE, 2 DBBOBICNTEIY A4 YOBORETERVESL I 2, Zh
2, Pz AR ANLY - N=V DLk ) BRREENE L o, HicELLIBE LN
HEZOELBbLONSE, IR F LAY —ILHFALEILTHS, B F =R F—I3,
DB ENFAINTZITY A VICHRTELI LR DY, ZOEBICPREDEEZTY
30x4 v, BREABDE A 2> 24 vic&wizw, LE->TWw3, “Oh, I longed for
thee both with soul and flesh!” (571-2, italics mine) Z DO F A ¥ —DEEL LY+ - Pa v
ROl TRODLENY) | ~OHBE LRI LA, IHRIHIHALEESTY, vF=X¥—
i ‘the beneficent God of this earth’ (italics mine) & F > Tz gIZERE L 72\,

Iy 273 KBW2ABLAZDSE7 VAV F7ARZIITvonfMZELARL
TWEDp, Vx4 YPEMNLEIEZBEL T VORBFATERLTLE) 2 LIE, HKD
TADDRHD | ADEOEE LBHRH 5D TIRAVES I b, B/ L2k hBLbDLL,
TGtk AE, ZBAUCBA—Y FIALEHID, LEZENLY - N=V APV Pa i
Ronzkiic, HBEOKEORHZHKRT2HFVBRMOAEZBALC2HAZRTIDLELETH
X, x4 v®PaF 2 RY—ICRoNE7 VA=V FI7RALFESE, "Bk Wk, 2boTHEE
ZEMOESRYIZ LV EVLIRRORENTREVIEBDLNEZDTH B, 2L TIDEMD
ENOHED, BHMTOE, RAPRZE~OIEbhIco2%kd>Tw3, BHitton, @5%2EL1EL
ZARICNT 2BED, PaA VOBAETELL, A—VFIRAE~NLY - N—VXPEV -
Pav - UTr—A3FEZIl, —H, VF-TParvOIVAFr L L TOTEHICIIEIRIT
Tw3, ¢4 VvidEZ T, b - P aryoff$Es) % ‘mission of love, or duty’ & \»
S LA, MADBEOHRL S THOREY - 2FH (fellow creatures) ~DE /FA» S DEIC
I I RbokY A VX, 7V AF YL LTHOBEIDOffM% mission of love and duty &
ZZT0EDOTREVD, x4 VBEML YT 2L EBERL Y 2 V2 PRI R ECERE S
Ehe 5 L E, Ziudmission of love and duty #EEL £ ) LT3 &D, dutyicf@b bk
HBEE- L NDEIRY EBELoNZDTH B,

* AF12 2004 EHA T 0 v FHEABEE (200446 85H, RATBRLFRE) o8B\ 53EHE
DFEfEEZ KBICEBEL, MELEZLDTH 3,
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1) Cf. Dale 208-224, Qualls 1-16, 43-84. K3 127.

2) YA vPuF A —DRBRELEPUOERZEE, £V F P avollEssRENEEH, vV
TaviRYaAVKEEFERZRT (E35510E), 20FRICIOSENIAINTLS, “
shall expect your clear decision when I return this day fortnight. Meantime, watch and pray
that you enter not into temptation: the spirit, I trust, is willing, but the flesh, I see, is weak. I
shall pray for you hourly.” (538)

3) IHMEFCRCTRAGLERTVEL TEL NI bDTIRAL, AMIZZOMEDS2AkE LT
RzonTWw3, £/, FE8g, ROAGBEEZRTHL THOS AT LI BRI (DR LM
DFETIR) &, LELFHNEHRICLL, AELRETIEEH, ABOLR TWEEORY,
EbRoNB LIk B (KUAh—, 63, 178-9, 409),

4) Charlotte Bronté, Jane Eyre (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969). Bl#%, A=E» o 5| fHIZEKEE
MRS,

5) QuallsizZaY =4 v OFESEM|MY _EIFT, “trustin God” @& LIz “and yourself” £H 2L 23
BELDTT 47 MY THNT, NP ORREDHERZBRL IR E, ROL I ICERHL TV 3,
‘The reality of the insight and the signal of what Bronté is doing are validated in one phrase:
“trust in God and yourself.” This “and yourself” is the superbly Victorian addition, the phrase
that takes us two centuries from Bunyan: there, in that self, is the real knowable center of the
godborn.” (Qualls 61)

6) LEiEE2) 21,

7) Nortonhi Jane Eyre 450.

8) Ibid. 452.
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