Fusion of Great Heathenism:
The Celts and Mexico in The Plumed Serpent

Mayumi Kawana

Kate Leslie, a heroine in The Plumed Serpent, was an Irish woman of
Celtic descent, who would be forty soon. D. H. Lawrence felt nostalgia for
Celticism and he treated it as a subject of his own literature.

Kate came to Mexico, thinking that she would have to be born again.
And she felt that her inevitable fate lay concealed in Mexico. Later she met
the leaders of a movement of Quetzalcoatl: Ramon and Cipriano.
Quetzalcoatl is a rare bird with green wings. In Mayan Mythology, it is said
that a goddess had swallowed emerald and consequently it was born.
Christianity saddled a person with a heavy burden and set up the hell. But
the humanity Lawrence yearned for was in the pre-Christian ancient heathen
world.

Kate wore the bridal dress of green with an emerald ring. Quetzalcoatl
was a rare bird with green wings. The term of endearment for Ireland is “The
Emerald Isle.” In Lawrence, green was a color having magnificent nobility.
He Regarded King Arthur and Quetzalcoatl as the hero. So Lawrence fused
the Celts and Mexico in The Plumed Serpent. Eventually ‘Mexico is another
Ireland.’
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Kate was more Irish than anything, and the almost deathly mysticism of the
aboriginal Celtic and Iberian peoples lay at the bottom of her soul. It was a residue of
memory, something that lives on from the pre-Flood world, and cannot be killed.
Something older, and more everlastingly potent, than our would-be fair-and-square

world.?
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Ireland would not and could not forget that other old, dark, sumptuous living. The
Tuatha De Danaan might be under the western sea. But they are under the living
blood too, never quite to be silenced. Now they have to come forth again, to a new
connection. And the scientific, fair-and-square Europe has to mate once more with the

old giants.*
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I love being here: such a calm, old, slightly deserted house—a farm-house; and the
country remote and desolate and uncounted: it belongs still to the days before
Christianity, the days of Druids, or of desolate Celtic magic and conjuring; and the sea

is so grey and shaggy, and the wind so restless, as if it had never found a home since
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the days of Iseult. Here I think my life begins again—one is free.®
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. . ., lingering dawn of maturity, the flower of her soul was opening. Above all things,
she must preserve herself from worldly contacts. Only she wanted the silence of other

unfolded souls around her, like a perfume.®
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It was the end of something, and the beginning of something, far, far inside her: in her

soul and womb.!3
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Mexico is like an old, old egg that the bird of Time laid long ago; and she has been
sitting on it for centuries, till it looks foul in the nest of the world. But still, Cipriano, it

is a good egg. It is not addled. Only the spark of fire has never into the middle of it,

to start it. . . . And the old Dove of Europe will never hatch the egg of dark-shinned
America. . . . But here, Cipriano, here, let us hatch the chick before we start cleaning
up the nest.'®
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He looked at her soft, wet white hands over her face, and at the one big emerald on
her finger, in a sort of wonder. The wonder, the mystery, the magic that used to flood
over him as a boy and a youth, when he kneeled before the babylish fogure of the
Santa Maria de la Soledad, flooded him again. He was in the presence of the goddess,

white-handed, mysterious, gleamimg with a moon-like power and the intense potency
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of grief.?’
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the hand of Quetzalcoatl, and among the black leaves one sprung green with the colour of
Malintzi.’®® ‘Green Huitzilopochtli is Malintzi’s blade of grass.’?® ‘Malintzi of green dress
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In the place of the west
In peace, beyond the lashing of the sun’s bright tail,
In the stillness where waters are born

Slept I, Quetzalcotl.

In the cave which is called Dark Eve,
Behind the sun, looking through him as a window
Is the place. There the waters rise,

There ther winds are born.

On the waters of the after-life
I rose again, to see a star falling, and feel a breath on my face.
The breath said: Go and lo!
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I am coming.
The star that was falling was fading;

Was dying.3®
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