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Shiko’s History Before Becoming a Disciplle of
Basho

Yasuyuki Nakamori

Abstract

We think that Shiko might have practiced haikai previous to
becaming a disciplle of Basyo; however we can not find any evidence to
support this hypothesis. Morever Shiko himself makes no mention of
practicing haikai before becaming a disciplle of Basyo. Perhaps Shiko is
telling the truth.

Shiko has been very much misunderstood until now. The reason is
that Shiko has been regarded simply as just another haikaishi. We know
that Shiko said he studies Zen, Zyukyo, Raoshi(tao), and Chinese poetry
diligently starting at around 9 years old. When Shiko became a disciple of
Basyo, Basho’s haikai would have been a philosophical way of life. In
addition, this philosophy would have been considered superior for Shiko.

When we look at it from this point of view,it helps us to better
understand the method and theory behind Shiko’s kaikai composition.

In this paper, I wish to make it clear from my investigation into
Shiko’s own words about himself prior to becoming a disciple of Basho,
that Shiko considered haikai a philosophical way of life.



