Women and Mission in the Nineteenth-Century Britain:
The Case of Charlotte Tucker, a Female Missionary

Manami Tamura

In Britain in the nineteenth century, women were made to believe in altruistic value
under the predominant influence of Evangelicalism, and this led to many undertaking
charity work. However, even though it was for the sake of charity, the fact that women
worked outside the home was not easily accepted in a society holding domestic
ideology. Middle- or upper-class women who took their duty as a Christian (their
mission) seriously and wished to be ‘useful in the society often faced strong
opposition from their family.

In this paper, the case of Charlotte Maria Tucker (1821-1893) is examined as an
example of such middle-class women. Though Tucker’'s name has long been
forgotten, she was a well-known writer of children’s tales, and later in her life she
became a foreign missionary. Her career is certainly exceptional, but she also
encountered the type of difficulties which many women of the period experienced.
The paper first describes the exact nature of her difficulties and how she managed
them. Then, it goes on to discuss how the mission which seems to have finally
liberated her from the social bind of her country can be interpreted totally differently
in its social and historical context.
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‘What a proud ambitious little creature I was! I have a pretty vivid recollection of my own

character in youth. I should have liked to climb high and be famous.” (Giberne 14)
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‘SIR, - It has for some time been my anxious desire to add my mite to the Treasury of useful
literature, which you have opened to the young as well as the old.

‘The Tales which I now venture to offer to you for publication were originally composed for
young children under my own charge, and were listened to with an appearance of interest, which
gives me hopes that they may meet with no unfavourable reception from others of the same
tender years.

T ask for no earthly remuneration; my position in life renders me independent of any exertions
of my own; I pray but for God's blessing upon my attempts to instruct His lambs in the things
which concern their everlasting welfare; and deeply gratified should I feel, were my little work to
be classed among the numerous valuable publications which you have already given to the world.

‘The Tales might be printed separately, as each forms a complete story, though all are united

by connecting links. (Giberne 92)
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‘How often have I gone in and out of her room, with a freedom which now almost surprises me!
but she never seemed interrupted by my entrance. I have seen her put down her pen, though she
was evidently preparing MS. for the press, and attend to any little thing I wanted to say, without
one exclamation of vexation or annoyance, or a resigned-resignation look, that some people put
on on such occasions, at her literary work being put a stop to. And yet I am sure that was not

because she did not mind being interrupted.” (Giberne 118)
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Years ago I said that if  were not too old to learn a new language I should probably—after sweet
Fanny had departed—have gone out as a Missionary. This year the question came to my mind,
Am ] really unable to learn a new language? I find that I can learn, and the only real objection to

my going is taken away. (Giberne 176)
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4V RTOWLDFE%41F L zenana mission & 1 ¥ FD 7 Y AF ¥ v DI2D|IWiERe /v
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Polzl ETHION T 5, M TH L WHAR7Z o 72 72D IEHEMEICS 3 JITziF AR S
. ‘Auntie’ EFEDbNTZ, BHIOAN LIS ZITANS N T o /2y, 3K OF i &I 5 |
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grey hairs’. (Giberne 237) ‘My being elderly and unmarried seemed to be giving an impression
that I was a kind of saint or faqir, —perhaps my being thin and wearing my faithful old green dress
added to the impression.” (Giberne 249) Z L TML W HMBOZ L E2MA S, BT AL H &7
DYDY IS 7S o 72, 1877 £ » 5 20 4F # the Punjab and Sindh Corresponding
Committee DHZEFE % # D72 Rev. Robert Clark 1 Z 9 F T\ %,

‘Her first endeavour on her arrival in India, as she said, was to seek to “Orientalise her mind.”
She noticed everything, watched everything around her, sought intercourse with the people, and
tried to think with their thoughts and feel with their feelings, and to realise their position and
circumstances, in order that she might bring God's Word to bear on them as they were. It was in

this way only that she could hope to do them good.” (Giberne 214)
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TELDo/2DTHb, Zenana |[JHH T TOWEREMIZE . KRRWICHELZFHT LI L%
Eldeh o720 (Giberne 303) ZOAE LHHIZZ L IXOMEE o720 ¥y =3 VT 1 —5k
DYFERFTAT = LdbODIREALTETILRTET, TNLUANDFHERLHEIOPVTHd T
D EZE L D720 THb, GHRRPUGEENPE LRV LIIRADTIZL TV L) TH S,
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bz L TNELDTHo7259, BE, HETHOLOEDREIENIRDIT SN2V
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* --'many women fall into ill health at home, and break down in their nervous system for sheer
want of occupation suited to their capacity, while much Christian work is to be done, and cannot

be done for want of hands’."
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58 T2 FAMKIIE, O TCORERETOEED? S IZEGEDL O WIITEBEDEEIE ‘romantic T,
BEOHG B OPIZELE D EBRo T LENR NS,

‘What an extraordinary and somewhat romantic position I am in, for an elderly lady, who in her
youth hardly ever stirred from a London home! How amazed we should have been when we were
girls, if we could have known that I was to find my home in an Oriental palace—afar from all
Europeans—and itinerate a little in heathen villages! How good God has been to your loving
sister!’ (Giberne 249)

S FERMICR o TR L TIHHROTE D SR SN EVOFESE L SN b,
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FATW 2, BEHMOMATH BEEREIBHEEIMICZALON, KUEBEHMIH I TESRHE
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THERL T AN 20, 1825 412 [slington (2 BEEAIEREE AR HL/z.) 2F ). Fh
PRIOLHHid & LI E T CTdn i o720 TH b, 512, BEHEMOREIIRE V)
AF X VOREE LTHIBO N2 O E 5 NETHDH LD STz, YA MOMEU
FEENMEB G255 &, #2121 domestic ideology b BARE TN TV /2D TH
B |
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RIPICEWTHALE, Yoy -0 [HCEH] b0 E0TFREEZELTLCATHA ), 2D
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S

1. WHEHRMOEELEOE CIFERERZTOEIZL o TEPIL, BEEHEH I CH S Lo TRER Y R —
FEEBLIE, BEHEOBEHELELZ L, BPEOELZHN TH-72, ZO-OXMEHMIBR D LD
WZHEDPNTWB 2 e %y, & 250 Giberne 12 & B{5FEIE. ¥ v W —DREBEBERLZH) ZTEB
WEDI vy a Il AEBREEREERTLLDOL ko TV ED, MOBEHMOER L EREL-T
V2%, Agnes Giberne (18451939) i, # v 1 — LUK, BELEROBEDOL L TTFLL D0 DA
FEHE L ECTERTH > 1

2.% v 51— L IFIZTE B % 4 & /- Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) & FiEFEH OB F/ZA25, v & A
Cassandra (1860) 2 B \» T ‘Women have no means given them, whereby they can resist the “claims of
social life.” (35) L EBEVCT WS, FATA V= VLELFELNII VY a 2D o TRIREDERE
EREEBL-CLELmOENRT YA,

3.UY RVDAYNE=VIZho Bl

4. ZOBEIZOWTFA T4 V7= VIERD L ) IR %A TE LTS, Women are never supposed to
have any occupation of sufficient importance #ot to be interrupted, except “suckling their fools;” and women
themselves have accepted this, have written books to support it, and have trained themselves so as to consider
whatever they do as #ot of such value to the world or to others, but that they can throw it up at the first “claim
of social life.” They have accustomed themselves to consider intellectual occupation as a merely selfish
amusement, which it is their “duty” to give up for every trifler more selfish than themselves. (Cassandra 32)

5. (7218070 TIE R B R2bHEA W] 3EL L TEEEREILL > T I8 EREFBELEUREAICE I N
7701836 40 5 1863 EE DD EFENZ BIT A EH 2B CEHB L B 5O 5 EE1433.5% 12 b 4o
&), (Jay 6)

6. v — T X ILEADIEIZE D BT TV EYEE The Rambles of a Rat (1857) 3. 2001 4E 2 ikl & L7z Children’s



Literature: An Anthology 1801-1902 |2 % D —¥BNDH LNTHE D . FEEANMBIEI I OWEEIZD T8 v
= DFLPHEA SN TN B,

7. Cf."Work in the Zenanas of India and the harems of the Mohammedans is only possible to a woman, and
through such work she may, by raising the tone and character of the women of a district, with God'’s blessing,
regenerate the whole Eastern world.” ‘Through their children [women] have charge of future generations, and
thus those who rock the cradles may be said to rule the world.” G. A. Spottiswoode, The Official Reprot of the
Missionary Conference of the Anglican Communion on May 28, 29, 30, 31 and June 1, 1894 (London, SPCK,
1894), 579. Quoted in Gill 175.

8. 2D/ L IZBUOLPICIIBETOE LVWESL LASIRITHT 20N ERMY O STEH LW,
—i RED G PIZEHEEHF 2RI PN THENERMIC R 2E b\, ¥y —id, EHLIHK
T CITHBELTUEI y v a Y2 MELTL I ) KEERIIIEE CHYN T, KEEZHTHS 3HELUA
RIS L TRROTL ) RIEEEMICIZE &L BT R &2, LFTE> T b, (Giberne 269)

9. 184S ¥ v 1 — @ Batala fAE D BIZHT b L% F 1T 720 LA TRz EIIFRICRE S N2
HEHMUIMN T -0y AR D Z L3 hdo/zds, WEIZT—a vy /S AOH L2 | 1886 123 HE
b L7z 72, Amritsar & OMICIZEREN BN, BHIATERTEL L) I2h o7

10. 42 FOAEFIZHFEDL) ET5HF 0, HHOALDOREFTHIEPV LI L LTIHDOSENTWRIFETH
%o (Giberne 244-5)

11. J. Isherwood, ‘An Analysis of the Role of Single Women in the Work of the Church Missionary Society,
1804-1904, in West Africa, India and China’, University of Manchester MA thesis, 1979, appendix tables 6b and
9a. Quoted in Gill, 181.

12. Third Annual Report of the Church of England Zenana Missionary Society for 1882-3 (London, CMS, 1883), 16.
Quoted in Gill, 181.
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