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AN INTERPRETATION
OF
ROBERT BROWNING’S “CHILDE ROLAND TO
THE DARK TOWER CAME”
X B OFE M

Yoshio Oro

Robert Browning’s “Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came” is one
of his most problematic poems. This poem has so far been discussed
by many critics from various points of view. The most prevailing view
is that this is an allegory. The present author, however, thinks that
this poetical work has another literary facet.

When readers recognize in this poem many symbols which stand for
many ill symptoms of the contemporary, mechanical civilization at
the high tide of the Industrial Revolution, they will surely take a social
standpoint when criticizing this poem. This author is opposed to the
opinion that “Childe Roland” is an allegorical poem., According to
the definition of The New Columbia Encyclopedia, an allegory is a
symbolic story that serves as a disguised representation for meanings
other than those indicated on the surface. The characters are embodi-
ments of moral qualities and other abstractions.

Here in this “Childe Roland”, the protagonist, Childe Roland and
the dark tower itself do not represent any moral qualities unlike the
hero who is named Christianity, or the worldly city named the City
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of Destruction, in Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. The hero of that
story sets out on his pilgrimage, that is, his life’s journey, to the Celestial
City, but Childe Roland’s journey through a plain is related neither to
the parable, fable, nor a doctrine of Christianity.

Then, what is “Childe Roland”? This is a poem symbolic of man’s
existential life in this scientific world. It is said that Browning did not
intend writing an allegory, but that it occurred to him as a dream.
However, “poets often write better than they know.” We cannot
disregard many symbols representing social aspects of the days of
Queen Victoria. When we read this poem from a social point of view,
we can evaluate Browning as one of the most insightful poets into the
present world, and because of this, as one of the most modern poets
in English literature,
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