A General Survey of The Second Language Teaching
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Toyohashi University of Technology has held a Foreign Language Education Symposium three
times since 1984. The participants were teachers of foreign languages, chiefly English and German,
who belong to our university and technological colleges. At the first symposium, the discussion was
mainly focussed on the general problems of teaching English and German. At the second, discussion
was limited to the problems of teaching English. At the third, problems concerned solely with the
teaching of German. Details of the first two symposiums were given in the Language Centre News-
letter of 1984 and 1985 editions. ‘

In this paper, the result of survey of German Teaching will be observed. One purpose of
doing this survey was to acquire information necessary to be discussed between TUT and technolo-
gical colleges at the Third Foreign Language Education Symposium held on November 7-8, 1986.
Another purpose was to make effective use of the result to assist the class work of teachers of
German.

After World War II, English rapidly became the common, international language. Students are
not as interested in German as they used to be. Students of technological colleges and universities
especially tend to be rather poor at learning languages than at technical subjects. Because of this, it
is very significant to make a survey of teachers’ ideas and opinions on the teaching of German.

This paper is mainly divided into two parts : the results of the survey given to all the teachers
at TUT and its analysis, and the results of the survey given to the teachers of German at technolo-
gical colleges and its analysis.

Generally speaking, TUT teachers possess as well-balanced opinions on German education as
they do on English education. They stress the necessity of teaching German as a means of enriching
students’ cultural knowledge.

Teachers of German at Technological colleges cite a number of problems of teaching German in
spite of their great efforts in producing new teaching materials.

It is to be concluded that the educational system has to be changed to arouse and motivate

students’ interest in learning German at technological colleges.
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