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Abstract

The subject of this paper is the question: What is the aim of the application of
Freud’s psychoanalysis to the literature in his Der Wahn und die Traume in W. Jensens
“Gradiva” ? It is intended for this to become an introductory part of a more extensive
discourse thematizing the problems of how psychoanalysis reads in literary text.

This paper points out that there are three aims in Freud’'s application of
psychoanalysis in interpreting literature and arts in general: the analysis of the text,
the psychology of the literary production, and the psychology of the author. It is the
first theme that forms the preparatory work and the condition for the latter two.

The characteristics and problems of psychoanalytical interpretation are dealt with in
the paper by concentrating upon Freud’s analysis and interpretation of Wilhelm
Jensen's novella Gradiva in his Der Wahn und die Traume.
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