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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to describe the situational conditions wherein both the
Japanese expressions “- soo da” and “- yoo da” can be used. The expression “- soo da”
has two meanings, namely, “appearance” and “hearsay.” Similarly, “- yoo da” also has
two meanings: “conjecture” and “simile.” Although the meanings of both expressions
are different, there are cases wherein both can be used in the same situation under
some conditions. This paper clarifies that such a situation involves the possibility of
the above expressions being interpreted either as a “possible world” (Kikuchi 2000)
or as reality.
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