An Essay on “Prisons” of Giovanni Battista Piranesi
Focusing on Plates 1, 2, and 5 (Second State)

Jun Yamamoto

Abstract

Focusing on “Prisons” (Carceri D’Invenzione) (second state) of G. B. Piranesi, this
paper tries to interpret this series as his general historical understanding by means of
analyzing its few plates.

With that intention, special attention is paid to the relationship between Piranesi and
the author of Principj di Scienza Nuova, Giambattista Vico, whose historical
philosophy gives us clues to understanding Piranesi's fantastical engravings with
regard to his philosophical background in general as well as to the source of the
execution of the prints in detail.
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